EPHRATA TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS MEETING

May 5, 2026

The Ephrata Township Supervisors met this date at 7:00 p.m. at the Ephrata Township
Office Building, 265 Akron Road, Ephrata, Pennsylvania.

Present were Supervisors: Tony Haws

Ty Zerbe

Joe Strosser
Manager: Steve Sawyer
Admin. Assist.: Jennifer Carvell
Bookkeeper: Valerie Roark
Engineer: Melissa Kelly
Solicitor: Tony Schimaneck

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Tony Haws followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance to the Flag.

PUBLIC COMMENTS NON-AGENDA ITEMS
A motion to close the public comment period was made by Ty Zerbe. The motion was
seconded by Joe Strosser and carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Joe Strosser to dispense with the reading of the April 21, 2026
Supervisors’ Minutes and to approve them as they have been presented. The motion was
seconded by Ty Zerbe and carried unanimously.

MOHLER CHURCH ROAD BRIDGE - PUBLIC PLAN DISPLAY

Chris Messner project manager of GPI was in attendance to present the plans for the
proposed West Mohler Church Road Bridge Project on behalf of PennDOT. Neighboring
property owners were notified and invited to attend the meeting. The purpose of this
project is to address the poor condition of the bridge and provide a structurally adequate
crossing that provides efficient multi-use circulation and vehicular access to maintain
community, regional connectivity, and future trail needs. This project will replace the
existing one lane bridge with a structure that will carry two lanes of traffic with a five-
foot shoulder on each side. A pedestrian walkway/sidewalk has been incorporated onto
the downstream side of the bridge to provide connectivity to the future extension of the
Warwick to Ephrata Rail Trail. The project is estimated to cost 4.5 million dollars and
will be 100% Federal funded. The construction is anticipated to begin in May of 2028
and be completed in November of 2028. A 2.4-mile detour route was also displayed.
The engineering design and detour route will be on display for a couple of weeks in the
Ephrata Township Lobby for review by the public. Rufus Martin, local resident and
business owner, asked about the design for the road shoulders and asked about the
impacts to the floodplain. It was discussed that road closures due to flooding during
heavy rain events frequently occur. Chris stated that the design should improve the
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storm water run-off conditions but will not eliminate the flood waters crossing the road
during large storm events. Gary Martin of Martin Energy was in attendance to inquire
about the access drive into their facility and the pedestrian walkway for the future trail
extension. Chris stated that additional questions on the impact of the project can be
submitted by forms available at the meeting and with the display that will be left at the
Township Office.

PUBLIC HEARING — ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT — DATA CENTER &
ANIMAL REGULATIONS

Solicitor Schimaneck advised the Board that the proposed Ordinance has been advertised
and it could be adopted by the Board at the conclusion of the Hearing.

Tony Haws opened the hearing for:

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE EPHRATA TOWNSHIP ZONING
ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE REGULATIONS FOR DATA CENTERS AND
THEIR ACCESSORY USES AND TO REVISE THE REGULATIONS FOR
ANIMALS AND ANIMAL SHELTERS.

Manager Sawyer stated that the proposed ordinance for data centers establishes
requirements for minimal lot size, setbacks, water and sewer feasibility studies, noise
limits, buffering and other requirements to mitigate impacts on neighboring properties.
The Lancaster County Planning Commission and the Ephrata Township Planning
Commission reviewed the proposed ordinance, and their comments have been provided
to the Board of Supervisors, Township Engineer, and Township Solicitor for their review.
Manager Sawyer stated that staff reviewed the LCPC comments and the majority of
comments are already addressed in the Ephrata Township Subdivision Ordinance, the
Storm Water Ordinance and other ordinances adopted by the Township. The Animal
regulation portion of the Zoning Ordinance Amendment primarily addresses chickens,
which have increased in popularity throughout the Township. The setbacks have been
reduced to 10 feet for the fence/coup and no closer than 50 feet to the nearest dwelling
other than that of the owner. Roosters have been the main complaint received by the
Township. The current draft of the proposed Ordinance would prohibit roosters in
Residential Zoning Districts. The Township has received feedback from numerous
residents opposed to prohibiting roosters in all residential districts. Manager Sawyer
stated that the Board could consider eliminating this restriction from the proposed
Ordinance. The existing Ordinance already has requirements that the keeping of small
domestic animals cannot create a nuisance condition to be created in terms of noise, dirt,
or odor. Manager Sawyer recommended striking the sentence in the advertised ordinance
of section #7 that states no roosters are allowed in the residential zoning district.

There were a few Township residents in attendance, but there were no opposition or
additional comments offered for the proposed Zoning Ordinance amendment as
recommended by staff.

A motion was made by Ty Zerbe to close the hearing. The motion was seconded by Joe
Strosser and carried unanimously.
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A motion was made by Joe Strosser to remove the last sentence in Section 4.B.7 of the
ordinance as recommended by staff. The motion was seconded by Ty Zerbe and carried
unanimously.

A motion was made by Ty Zerbe to approve the Zoning Ordinance Amendment to
provide regulations for data centers and their accessory uses and to revise the regulations
for animals and animal shelters removing the last sentence in Section 4.B.7 of the
advertised ordinance. The motion was seconded by Joe Strosser and carried
unanimously.

The ordinance will be in effect five (5) days from the date of the hearing.

STAFF REPORTS
Manager Steve Sawyer
e Financial Security Reduction — Mark Martin. The Township received a
request for a financial security reduction for the Mark Martin Land Development
Plan. Rettew Associates provided the Board of Supervisors with a Financial
Security Reduction Letter dated April 30, 2026, recommending the financial
security release of $14,096.54 leaving a remaining balance of $35,243.46.

A motion was made by Joe Strosser to approve the financial security reduction for
the Mark Martin Land Development Plan in the amount of $14,096.54 leaving a
remaining balance of $35,243.46. The motion was seconded by Ty Zerbe and
carried unanimously.

e Seasonal Employee Hires — Ronald Shupp and Lester Cline. Manager Sawyer
stated that the current Township Seasonal Employee that mowed for the
Township part-time over the last few years is no longer able to work due to health
reasons. The Township received applications from Ronald Shupp and Lester
Cline. Manager Sawyer is recommending approval of hiring both applicants as
seasonal employees on an as needed basis. The hiring of two (2) new seasonal
employees will have no impact on the 2026 budget.

A motion was made by Ty Zerbe to approve the hiring of Ronald Shupp and
Lester Cline as seasonal employees on an as needed basis. The motion was
seconded by Joe Strosser and carried unanimously.

e Girl Scout Project — Ephrata Community Park. Manager Sawyer stated that
the Township received an email from Laura Summerson on behalf of two (2) Girl
Scouts in Troop 71308, who wish to earn their Silver Award. They are requesting
permission to use the Ephrata Township Community Park for their project which
consists of placing small decorative rocks with positive messages to create a
“Kindness Garden”. They will also install a small sign explaining the project.
They are requesting to use the existing stone area around the first Story Walk post
on the trail leading to the pond. Manager Sawyer stated that permission from the
Ephrata Public Library would also be needed to use the post. Manager Sawyer
stated that he did not object to the idea of the project but recommended approval
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with conditions concerning the timeframe and any other maintenance issues that
may occur.

A motion was made by Joe Strosser to approve the Girl Scout Silver Award
“Kindness Garden” Project at the Ephrata Township Community Park as
requested contingent upon the Ephrata Public Library’s permission, that the rocks
do not create a maintenance problem throughout the park and that the project is
removed by August 31, 2026. The motion was seconded by Ty Zerbe and carried
unanimously.

e Church Avenue Transfer Project — PennDot Agreement. Manager Sawyer
provided the Board of Supervisors with a Transfer Agreement from PennDOT for
the Church Avenue “Turnback” project at the prior meeting. Manager Sawyer
stated that he requested that PennDOT increase the amount of funding listed in
the agreement due to the new price estimated cost. PennDOT has agreed to
increase the amount by 20% above the current estimate for the project. Steve
Sawyer provided the Board of Supervisors with an email from Jim Lesher of
PennDOT stating that the increase in funding has been approved and the
Township should receive the final version of the agreement in the near future.
Staff stated that the Agreement needs to be executed quickly to be able to
complete the project in 2026.

A motion was made by Joe Strosser to conditionally approve the Transfer
Agreement from PennDOT for the Church Avenue “Turnback” project subject to
a 20% increase in funding. The motion was seconded by Ty Zerbe and carried
unanimously.

Solicitor — Tony Schimaneck stated that he did not have anything to add to the meeting.

Township Engineer Melissa Kelly reported that the following
plans/projects are in the review process:
Mark Martin — Financial Security Reduction
StayAPT Hotel Subdivision and Land Development Plan
33 Ridge Avenue Lot Add-On Plan

APPROVAL OF BILLS
A motion was made by Ty Zerbe to accept the list of checks written and to pay any bills
pending. The motion was seconded by Joe Strosser and carried unanimously.

CORRESPONDENCE
Joe Strosser stated that he had no additional correspondence to add to the meeting.
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A motion was made by Joe Strosser to adjourn the meeting at 7:58 p.m. The motion was
seconded by Ty Zerbe and carried unanimously.

Anthony K. Haws

J. Tyler Zerbe

Joseph E. Strosser



