
 

 

EPHRATA TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS’ MEETING  

  

May 19, 2026 

  

  

The Ephrata Township Supervisors met on this date at 7:00 a.m. at the Ephrata 

Township Office Building, 265 Akron Road, Ephrata, Pennsylvania.   

  

Present were  Supervisors:    Tony Haws 

       Ty Zerbe 

   Joe Strosser 

Twp. Manager:  Steve Sawyer 

  Admin Assist:    Jennifer Carvell 

    Bookkeeper:    Valerie Roark 

  Engineer:    Melissa Kelly 

Police:     Lt. Matt Randolph 

 

The meeting was called to order by Tony Haws followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the Flag.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS NON-AGENDA ITEMS  

A motion was made by Ty Zerbe to close the Public Comment Period. The 

motion was seconded by Joe Strosser and carried unanimously.  

  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

A motion was made by Joe Strosser to dispense with the reading of the May 5, 

2026 Supervisors’ minutes and to approve them as presented. The motion was 

seconded by Ty Zerbe and carried unanimously.  

  

MH EBY – REQUEST TO TEMPORARILY STORE TRUCKS AT 471 NORTH READING 

ROAD, RANDY FOX, MH EBY 

Randy Fox of MH Eby stated that the owners of Martin’s Country Market recently notified them 

that they plan to move forward with the redevelopment of their site and that MH Eby would need 

to find a new location to temporarily store their finished trucks.  Randy Fox stated that he 

contacted Wellspan, owner of 471 North Reading Road.  MH Eby would be interested in storing 

their finished trucks in the fenced in stone area with an access directly across from New Joy 

Drive.  MH Eby and Wellspan are negotiating a one-year lease agreement and they are requesting 

approval from Ephrata Township.  A GIS map showing the exact location of the area on the 

property that would be used was provided to the Board of Supervisors for their review prior to 

the meeting.  Randy Fox stated that the operation would remain the exact same as it is currently 

at the Martin’s Country Market location.  Manager Sawyer stated that the Township has not 

received any complaints to date regarding the current operation. 

 



May 19, 2026 Supervisors’ Meeting minutes continued  

  2  

A motion was made by Joe Strosser to approve the request for MH Eby to temporarily store 

finished trucks at 471 North Reading Road for a period of one year as presented.  The motion 

was seconded by Ty Zerbe and carried unanimously. 

 

33 RIDGE AVENUE LOT ADD-ON PLAN – RON HERSHEY, HERSHEY SURVEYING  

Ron Hershey presented the Lot Add-On Plan for 33 Ridge Avenue.  The property owner is 

proposing to purchase .744 acres from an adjoining property owner located at 710 East Main 

Street. 710 East Main Street is located in Ephrata Borough.  Hershey Surveying is requesting a 

Waiver of planning from Ephrata Borough.  There is no construction proposed as part of the Lot 

Add-On Plan.  The Board of Supervisors were provided with a Rettew Associates Review Letter 

dated March 9, 2026.  The Ephrata Township Planning Commission reviewed the plan and the 

Board of Supervisors have been provided with their recommendations.  Waivers are being 

requested. 

 

A motion was made by Joe Strosser to approve the Waiver to Section 402.C.1 - Existing 

Contours, based on the justification that was provided.  The motion was seconded by Ty Zerbe 

and carried unanimously. 

 

A motion was made by Ty Zerbe to approve the Waiver to Section 407 - Wet Land Study, based 

on the justification that was provided.  The motion was seconded by Joe Strosser and carried 

unanimously. 

 

A motion was made by Joe Strosser to approve the Final Lot Add-on Plan based on the 

conditions contained in Rettew Associates Review Letter dated March 9, 2026.  The motion was 

seconded by Ty Zerbe and carried unanimously. 

 

STAFF REPORTS  

Police Department – Lt. Matt Randolph.  

Lt. Matt Randolph was in attendance and provided the Supervisors with a summary of the calls 

for service within Ephrata Township for the month of April totaling 444 incidents.  There were 8 

arrests and 23 traffic citations.  In addition, the Supervisors were provided with a report from 

April of 2025 for comparison. The monthly report will be kept on file in the office.  

 

Manager Steve Sawyer   

• 2026 Line Painting Bid. Manager Sawyer provided the Board of Supervisors with the 

2026 Joint Municipal Bid Tabulation for Line Painting.  Earl Township advertised the bid 

and the lowest bidder was A-1 Traffic Control.  Manager Sawyer recommended awarding 

the line painting bid to A-1 Traffic Control for the single white lines and double yellow 

lines throughout the Township totaling $27,011.00.  

 

A motion was made by Ty Zerbe to award the 2026 Joint Municipal Bid for Line Painting 

in the amount of $27,011.00 to A-1 Traffic Control. The motion was seconded by Joe 

Strosser and carried unanimously.  
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• 237 East Fulton Street  – Time Extension to Act on the Plan.  Manager Sawyer 

notified the Board of Supervisors that Ephrata Township received a letter from Pioneer 

Management, LLC, on behalf of LCW Holdings, LLC granting the Township a 90-day 

extension of time to act on the plan for the 237 East Fulton Street Final Lot Add-on and 

Land Development Plan.  The additional time is needed to address the Ephrata Borough, 

Ephrata Township, Lancaster County Planning Commission, and LCCD remaining 

comments. 

 

A motion was made by Joe Strosser to accept the 90-day time extension 

granted by LCW Holdings, LLC to act on the final plan.  The motion was 

seconded by Ty Zerbe and carried unanimously. 

• Resolution – Disposition of Records.  Staff prepared a Resolution for 

the Disposition of Township Records.  The proposed disposition of 

Township records is in accordance with the PA Records Manual.    

 

A motion was made by Ty Zerbe to approve the disposition of 

Township records as identified by the Resolution presented and 

recommended by staff.  The motion was seconded by Joe Strosser and 

carried unanimously. 

• Letter Requesting Engine Brake Restriction – Division Highway.  

Steve Sawyer provided the Board of Supervisors with a letter that was 

received from an Ephrata Township resident who resides along Division 

Highway regarding restricting the use of engine brake retarders.  The 

letter states that the noise frequently occurs during early morning and late 

night hours, disturbing sleep, scaring dogs and young children.  The 

resident is requesting that the Township make this section of Division 

Highway a “No Engine Brake” zone.  Manager Sawyer stated that this 

type of request has been received many times from residents throughout 

the Township.  The Township has not approved any engine brake retarder 

restriction in the Township based on the advice of the Township Solicitor 

who recommended objecting because they are considered a safety feature 

on large trucks, residents in other areas would also want the restriction 

and that enforcement of this type of restriction is very difficult.  The 

Township Engineer also informed the Board at a prior meeting that based 

on his experience, it would be unlikely that PennDOT would approve 

prohibiting engine brake retarders.   

 

A motion was made by Joe Strosser to deny the request for “No Engine Brake”  

restrictions along Division Highway and directed staff to respond to the property owner.  

The motion was seconded by Ty Zerbe and carried unanimously. 
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Township Engineer Melissa Kelly reported that the following plans/projects are in the review 

process:  

   Stay APT Hotel – Storm Water Management Plan 

   33 Ridge Avenue 

   Windstream HOP – Misty Meadows 

 

APPROVAL OF BILLS  

A motion was made by Ty Zerbe to accept the list of checks written and to pay 

any bills pending. The motion was seconded by Joe Strosser and carried 

unanimously.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE  

Joseph Strosser stated that he was asked to read a resignation letter the 

Township received from Ty Zerbe.  The last day of employment will be June 

30, 2026.  Ty was thanked for his 25 years of service. 

                                                                                                                                                                     

A motion was made by Joe Strosser to adjourn the meeting at 7:38 am.  The motion was 

seconded by Ty Zerbe and carried unanimously   

  

 

    

___________________________________________  

Anthony K. Haws 

  

   

___________________________________________  

J. Tyler Zerbe 

    

  

____________________________________________  

Joseph E. Strosser  


