EPHRATA TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS MEETING

June 2, 2026

The Ephrata Township Supervisors met this date at 7:00 p.m. at the Ephrata Township
Office Building, 265 Akron Road, Ephrata, Pennsylvania.

Present were Supervisors: Tony Haws

Ty Zerbe

Joe Strosser
Manager: Steve Sawyer
Admin. Assist.: Jennifer Carvell
Bookkeeper: Valerie Roark
Engineer: Melissa Kelly
Solicitor: Tony Schimaneck

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Tony Haws followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance to the Flag.

PUBLIC COMMENTS NON-AGENDA ITEMS
A motion to close the public comment period was made by Ty Zerbe. The motion was
seconded by Joe Strosser and carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Joe Strosser to dispense with the reading of the May 19, 2026
Supervisors’ Minutes and to approve them as they have been presented. The motion was
seconded by Ty Zerbe and carried unanimously.

MAINSPRING OF EPHRATA — MOUNTAIN SPRINGS RECREATIONAL
PRESERVE PROJECT JOY ASHLEY, MAINSPRING AND ANN YOST, YSM
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS

Joy Ashley and Ann Yost were in attendance to give a presentation on the proposed
Mainspring of Ephrata Mountain Preserve Project. The presentation was the same as the
one given to the public at an open house at the Brossman Business Complex on May 21,
2026.

Joy Ashley, Director of Mainspring, opened up the presentation by explaining the
operation of Mainspring of Ephrata. Mainspring is an independent non-profit
organization, created by the Borough of Ephrata. The focus of Mt. Springs Recreational
Preserve Project is to strengthen Ephrata Borough by bringing tourism to the local
businesses. Mainspring of Ephrata is in the process of drafting a master site plan for the
200-acre Mt. Springs Recreational Preserve. The master site plan will provide a blueprint
for future conservation, preservation, and site enhancement initiatives. Mainspring of
Ephrata received a grant to cover the cost of the feasibility study.



June 2, 2026 Supervisors’ Meeting minutes continued

Ann Yost of YSM Landscape Architects presented a power point presentation providing
information on the 200-acre Ephrata Mountain property owned by Ephrata Borough.
Approximately 76% of the property is located in Ephrata Borough and 34% of the
property is located in Ephrata Township in the Residential Low Density District. The
feasibility study will focus on a recreation preserve project. There is no design work
completed to date. The preliminary goals were shown along with concerns that were
shared by residents and will be considered during the design process. Any specific
concerns should be submitted to Joy Ashley.

There were residents in attendance who live in the surrounding area of the proposed
project. Chairman Tony Haws allowed public comment to express concerns. It was
discussed that the project would need a Special Exemption from the Ephrata Township
Zoning Hearing Board. Township resident Shari Lentz stated a zoning objection for the
public record that a recreation use is not listed in the use table contained in the Ephrata
Township Zoning Ordinance. Several other residents expressed their concerns over
storm water runoff, disruption and displacement of wildlife, security and policing issues,
maintenance concerns, fire danger and other potential negative impacts that would be
created by the proposed project.

CARING ACRES COMMUNITY — PRELIMINARY/FINAL LAND DEVELOPMENT
PLAN TOM MATTESON, DIEHM AND SONS

Tom Matteson from Diehm and Sons presented the plan to the Board of Supervisors.
Weaverland Mennonite Homes is the owner of an 18.984-acre property located adjacent
to and to the east of Lincoln Christian Home, 1307 Apple Street. Approximately 15.467
acres of the property is located within Ephrata Township. The property is largely farmed
today, and there is an existing detention basin at the north end of the property that was
constructed to serve a recent expansion of Lincoln Christian Home. The site is located in
the RMD Zoning District. Weaverland Mennonite Homes intends to lease a portion of the
property to Caring Acres Community to construct a new life care facility that will serve
adults with mental deficiencies such as Autism, Asperger’s, etc. The proposed facility
will be located in the center of the existing property, entirely within Ephrata Township.

The Board of Supervisors were provided with a Review Letter from Rettew Associates
dated April 22, 2026 for their review prior to the meeting. The Ephrata Township
Planning Commission and the Lancaster County Planning Commission also reviewed the
plan and their recommendations and comments were also provided to the Board of
Supervisors.

A motion was made by Joe Strosser to approve the Waiver Request to Section 305 —
Preliminary Plan Processing Procedures, based on the justification that was provided.
The motion was seconded by Ty Zerbe and carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Ty Zerbe to approve the Waiver Request to Section 403.A — Plan
Scale, based on the justification that was provided. The motion was seconded by Joe
Strosser and carried unanimously.
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A motion was made by Joe Strosser to approve the Storm Water Management
Modification to Section 409 — Storm Water Runoff Volume Controls based on the
justification that was provided. The motion was seconded by Ty Zerbe and carried
unanimously.

A motion was made by Ty Zerbe to approve the Final Land Development Plan for Caring
Acres Community based on the conditions contained in Rettew Associates Review Letter
dated April 22, 2026. The motion was seconded by Joe Strosser and carried
unanimously.

STAFF REPORTS
Manager Steve Sawyer
e StayAPT Hotel — Time Extension to act on the Plan. A letter was received
from RGS Associates dated May 20, 2026 granting an extension of time to act on
the Preliminary/Final Subdivision and Land Development Plan for StayAPT
Hotel until August 18, 2026. The request is necessary to address the remaining
engineering comments.

A motion was made by Joe Strosser to accept the time extension granted by
StayAPT Hotel. The new deadline for the Township to act on the plan is August
18,2026. The motion was seconded by Ty Zerbe and carried unanimously.

e Church Avenue Project — Bid Opening Scheduled for June 15, 2026.
Manager Sawyer notified the Board of Supervisors that the Church Avenue
Project bids have been advertised and the bid opening is scheduled for June 15,
2026 and will be presented to the Board at the next meeting on June 16™.

e Action to Accept Supervisor Ty Zerbe’s Resignation. Manager Sawyer stated
that following the announcement of Ty Zerbe’s retirement at the last meeting he
researched the Second-Class Township Code and it states that the resignation of a
Supervisor shall be accepted by a majority vote of the Board of Supervisors .

A motion was made by Tony Haws to accept Supervisor Ty Zerbe’s letter of
resignation, effective June 30, 2026, in accordance with the Second-Class Code.
The motion was seconded by Joe Strosser and carried unanimously.

Solicitor — Tony Schimaneck stated that he did not have anything to add to the meeting.

Township Engineer Melissa Kelly reported that the following
plans/projects are in the review process:
Martin’s County Market - LDP & Lot Add-on
StayAPT Hotel - Subdivision and Land Development Plan
Ephrata Mennonite School — Storm Water Management Plan

APPROVAL OF BILLS
A motion was made by Ty Zerbe to accept the list of checks written and to pay any bills
pending. The motion was seconded by Joe Strosser and carried unanimously.
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CORRESPONDENCE
Joe Strosser stated that he had no additional correspondence to add to the meeting.

A motion was made by Joe Strosser to adjourn the meeting at 8:02 p.m. The motion was
seconded by Ty Zerbe and carried unanimously.

Anthony K. Haws

J. Tyler Zerbe

Joseph E. Strosser



