
 

 

EPHRATA TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS’ MEETING  

  

July 21, 2026 

  

  

The Ephrata Township Supervisors met on this date at 7:00 a.m. at the Ephrata 

Township Office Building, 265 Akron Road, Ephrata, Pennsylvania.   

  

Present were  Supervisors:    Tony Haws 

       Joe Strosser 

       Mike Burkholder 

Twp. Manager:  Steve Sawyer 

  Admin Assist:    Jennifer Carvell 

    Bookkeeper:    Valerie Roark 

  Engineer:    Melissa Kelly 

Police:     Lt. Matt Randolph 

 

The meeting was called to order by Tony Haws followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the Flag.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS NON-AGENDA ITEMS  

Bridgett Hands of East Hill Street was in attendance and asked how residents 

can view the Township’s meeting agenda and minutes.  Manager Sawyer 

stated that the full agenda for the upcoming meeting is posted on the Ephrata 

Township website along with the minutes from past meetings.     

 

A motion was made by Joe Strosser to close the Public Comment Period. The 

motion was seconded by Mike Burkholder and carried unanimously.  

  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

A motion was made by Mike Burkholder to dispense with the reading of the 

July 7, 2026 Supervisors’ minutes and to approve them as presented. The 

motion was seconded by Joe Strosser and carried unanimously.  

  

PIONEER FIRE COMPANY, LINCOLN FIRE COMPANY AND EPHRATA COMMUNITY 

AMBULANCE ASSOCIATION – BOX ALARM DELEGATION 

Abigail Whitehall, Chief of the Pioneer Fire Company contacted the Township by email  

requesting to be at the next Board of Supervisors meeting regarding a newly implemented 

procedure for Lancaster County Emergency Communication Center in which they require the 

approval of the municipality in order to make changes to dispatch assignments within a specific 

jurisdiction.  A representative from Pioneer Fire Company, Lincoln Fire Company, and Ephrata 

Community Ambulance were present at the meeting.  The Board of Supervisors was presented 

with a Letter of Delegation for Public Safety Response Planning Authority for 2026 from each 

organization.  This approval will be needed on an annual basis. 
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A motion was made by Joe Strosser to approve the Letter of Delegation for Public Safety 

Response Planning Authority for 2026 for Pioneer Fire Company, Lincoln Fire Company and 

Ephrata Community Ambulance as presented.  The motion was seconded by Mike Burkholder 

and carried unanimously. 

 

EMS GARAGE – 510 NORTH READING ROAD – WAIVER OF LAND DEVELOPMENT 

ED OSTROWSKI – ELA GROUP 

Scott Cover, owner of 510 North Reading Road was present.  Scott has been working with the 

Ephrata Community Ambulance Association regarding a storage location for their non-

emergency standby vehicles. Scott has been working with ELA Group to prepare a sketch plan 

for a 2,560 square foot vehicle storage building with no employees, public improvements, or 

increase in impervious lot coverage.   A stone infiltration bed is being proposed as part of the 

project to control the storm water from the proposed storage building.  A Waiver of Land 

Development Plan has been requested.  A letter from Rettew Associates dated July 16, 2026 was 

provided and reviewed by the Board of Supervisors prior to the meeting.  Melissa Kelly of 

Rettew Associates recommended approval of the waiver. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Strosser to approve the Waiver of Section 305 and 306 – 

Preliminary Plan Processing Procedures for the 510 North Reading Road EMS Garage project 

subject to the conditions in Rettew Associates Letter dated July 16, 2026.  The motion was 

seconded by Mike Burkholder and carried unanimously. 

 

STAFF REPORTS  

Police Department – Lt. Matt Randolph.  

Lt. Matt Randolph was in attendance and provided the Supervisors with a summary of the calls 

for service within Ephrata Township for the month of June totaling 463 incidents.  There were 13 

arrests and 22 traffic citations.  In addition, the Supervisors were provided with a report from 

June of 2025 for comparison. The monthly report will be kept on file in the office.  

 

Lt. Randolph also stated that an “Ice Cream with a Cop” event is scheduled for this coming 

Friday at the Ephrata Township Community Park.  

 

Manager Steve Sawyer   

• Resolution – ENB Authorized Individuals. The Board of Supervisors were presented 

with a Resolution authorizing the removal of J. Tyler Zerbe as a signer and adding 

Richard Michael Burkholder to all ENB Bank Accounts. 

 

A motion was made by Joe Strosser approving the Resolution authorizing 

the removal of J. Tyler Zerbe and adding Richard Michael Burkholder as 

a new signer as presented.  The motion was seconded by Tony Haws and 

carried unanimously. 

• Ephrata Youth Soccer – Field Reservation Request.  The Township received a request 

from the Ephrata Youth Soccer Association to reserve the soccer field at the Ephrata 
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Township Community Park from July 27, 2026 through November 1, 2026.  This is the 

same request and use that has been permitted in the past.  A Certificate of Insurance was 

also provided. 

 

A motion was made by Mike Burkhlder to approve the field reservation 

request for the Ephrata Youth Soccer Association to reserve the soccer 

field at the Ephrata Township Community Park as presented.  The motion 

was seconded by Joe Strosser and carried unanimously. 

• Nancy Atkinson – 160 Parkview Heights Road – Property Maintenance Issues.  

Manager Sawyer stated that the property owner of 160 Parkview Heights Road has 

passed away and the property has been vacant for years.  Nancy Atkins, the deceased 

daughter, has been paying the sewer bill and taxes over the years but there are 

maintenance issues such as high grass and weeds.  The Borough also had to shut off the 

water due to a water leak that came through the foundation and was reported by a 

neighbor.  In addition, there has been some criminal activity on the property that has been 

a concern to the surrounding neighbors.  The Township has made many attempts to reach 

out to Ms. Atkinson and have contracted a mower to keep up the appearance of the yard.  

The expense for the mowing has been invoiced to Nancy Atkinson.  After many attempts 

to collect the cost for the mowing, the Township hired Commonwealth Code Inspection 

Service, who has filed 3 separate property maintenance code citations on behalf of the 

Township. Ms. Atkinson has pleaded guilty and the fines and mowing expenses have 

been paid.  Karen Brown from Commonwealth reached out to the Township and has 

suggested filing a criminal property nuisance charge since there has been no 

communication from Ms. Atkins and the situation remains unchanged.  Manager Sawyer 

stated that this is an unusual situation and the Township has not needed to pursue this 

type of charge in the past.  Lt. Matt Randolph also stated that he would need to research 

the steps required as he was unaware of the Borough or any other municipality reaching 

out to the police department to assist with this type of charge in the past.  No action was 

taken by the Board of Supervisors at this time. 

• The Giant Company, LLC – Request for a Hearing on the Inter-municipal Transfer 

of a Liquor License – 1717 W. Main Street.  Ephrata Township received a letter dated 

July 14, 2026 from Attorney Ellen Freeman on behalf of “The Giant Company” 

requesting a Hearing on the Inter-municipal Transfer of a Liquor License for the 

proposed grocery store at 1717 W. Main Street.  The Giant located at 850 E. Main Street 

is operating with a Liquor License and it would be the same type of operation.  Staff 

requested authorization from the Board of Supervisors to advertise the Public Hearing for 

September 1, 2026. 

 

A motion was made by Joe Strosser to authorize advertising a Public Hearing on 

September 1, 2026 for the Inter-municipal Transfer of a Liquor License for Giant’s 

proposed location at 1717 W. Main Street, Ephrata Township.  The motion was seconded 

by Mike Burkholder and carried unanimously. 
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• Township Office Parking Lot Paving Project – July 28, 2026.  Manager Sawyer 

notified the Board of Supervisors that the paving project at the township office parking 

lot has been scheduled for July 28, 2026, weather permitting.  The contractor is hopeful 

that it will be completed in one day. 

• Church Avenue Paving Project Update.  Manager Sawyer reported that the Agreement 

has been approved and executed by PennDOT and Ephrata Borough Council has also 

approved the Inter-government Agreement for the Project.  The deadline for H&K Group 

to complete the project is October 15, 2026. 

• Seal Coating.  Manager Sawyer stated that New Enterprise has started the 2026 seal 

coating in the Township.  Mohler Church Road, North State Street, Erb’s Bridge Road, 

Brubaker Road and Buch Mill Road will be seal coated. 

 

Township Engineer Melissa Kelly reported that the following plans/projects are in the review 

process:  

   Martin’s Land Development Plan 

   501 North Reading Road – Waiver of LDP 

   MS4 Annual Report 

    

APPROVAL OF BILLS  

A motion was made by Joe Strosser to accept the list of checks written and to 

pay any bills pending. The motion was seconded by Mike Burkholder and 

carried unanimously.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE  

Joseph Strosser stated that he received two (2) thank you letters for the 

donations received from Ephrata Community Ambulance and Akron Volunteer 

Fire Company.  There was nothing else to add to the meeting. 

                                                                                                                                                                     

A motion was made by Joe Strosser to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 am.  The motion was 

seconded by Mike Burkholder and carried unanimously   

  

 

    

___________________________________________  

Anthony K. Haws 

  

   

___________________________________________  

Joseph E. Strosser 

    

  

____________________________________________  

Richard Michael Burkholder  


